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Communism

limited application. Thus some of the States of the American Union are designated commonwealths, such as the Commonwealth of Massachusetts and of Virginia; and some writers on political science consistently employ the term to designate a government of the rank of such States. The term in English history is generally applied to the period between the execution of Charles i. in 1649 an<^ the restoration of Charles n. in 1660.

Common-wealth of Australia, The. See Australia.

Commune, the administrative unit in France corresponding more or less to the English parish and the New England township in the country, and in urban districts to the municipality.

Commune of Paris (1871), a period of anarchy and blood-shed in Paris at the end of the Franco-German War, which is sometimes regarded as an outbreak of revolutionary socialism. The movement was in part political, having for its object the creation of an autonomous Paris (hence commune), which should be a sort of 'state within the state' of France; and also in part social and communistic, or revolutionary. It lasted from March 18 to May 28, and began with the refusal of the Paris National Guards to give up their arms, their murder of Generals Thomas and Le-comte, and their organization of themselves into a Central Committee. There was terrible fighting which reached the apex in the Red Week of May. Finally the communist prisoners were shot without trial; and on the 28th the last barricade was cleared and forced by the army under Marshal MacMahon, and the national government reestablished in Paris. March's History of the Commune of 1871.

Communion, in ecclesiastical usage either the participation in the Lord's Supper or the unity of those who partake together of this sacrament. 'Communion in one kind' denotes the practice of omitting the service of the wine to laymen.

Communism, a system of society sometimes called the left-wing of the socialist movement, yet the two terms refer to different though allied movements. Both schools of thought can be broadly denned as plans for the reconstruction of economic society along Lines at variance with the present dominant social arrangements called Capitalism. The distinction between communism and socialism is difficult to draw and many persons use both terms quite loosely and more or less interchangeably. There are many socialists, however, who are not communists. The chief dif-

ference today is a difference in tactics rather than in aim, with perhaps more emphasis placed by the communists upon complete socialization of private property, while Socialism refers to public resources and industries. Tactically the communists claim that force is a necessary part of the transitional stage, whereas the socialists emphasize the use of pacific means. The greater prominence given to capital in the system of production since the Industrial Revolution accounts largely for differences in types of reform suggested. Disputes concerning profit and wages now lead to communistic and socialistic schemes for the common ownership of productive goods. Before the middle of the iSth century wealth was to a much greater extent in consumers' goods. We find early communists stressing equality or distribution according to need and communal living. Christianity had a strong influence on early communistic thought. In the Bible we find mention of the common ownership of goods, 'Neither was there any among them that lacked; for as many as were possessors of lands or houses sold them, and brought the prices of the things that were sold, And laid them down at the apostles' feet: and distribution was made according to need.'

Plato (427-347 B.C.) in his Republic suggests for the ruling classes communal living even in family relationships. Sir Thomas More (1478-1535) in his Utopia pictured an ideal society in which poverty and idleness would not exist, all labored according to their ability, and took the products of their efforts to a common place of distribution. Though dwellings might be individually occupied, eating and social intercourse would take place in common halls.

In the early ipth century a number of communistic settlements based on religious faith existed. In these, however, religious faith was of primary importance and communism was secondary. Of these the most important were the Shakers, largely English in origin; and the Oneida community, the members of which called themselves Perfectionists, American in origin. The Utopian socialists were also responsible for founding a number of communistic settlements in the United States in the ist half of the igth century. These communities had an ethical rather than religious basis. Moreover, they differed from present day communism, in being isolated and non-political in character. The aim was to establish small communities from which their ideas would gradually spread. The best known communities were those founded at New Harmony*